
Each summer Dave would visit his aunt in Hamilton, Ohio where he maintained a 

relationship with close friends, Roger Troutman and his brothers who had formed 

a band as young teenagers. Dave was the lead singer of the group. Because he 

had to return back home each year he was unable to stay with the group who 

eventually went on to become the famous Roger and Zapp [Band]. 

Dave was a cast member of the production of “Precious Lord – The Untold Story 

of Gospel Music”, and performed leading roles in numerous stage plays, films, 

and television shows. Some of his credits are “God’s Trying to Tell You Some-

thing”, “Inquest of Sam Cooke”, “Is There a Preacher in The House”, and “Uncle 

Fletcher’s Money” 

His powerful singing voice and acting ability earned him top billing in plays tour-

ing throughout the United States and in his travels,  he shared the stage and per-

formed with renowned acts and artists such as Aretha Franklin, The 

Temptations (as occasional backup), Stevie Wonder, The Chi-Lights, The Del-

phonics, The Mighty Clouds of Joy, Shirley Caesar, James Cleveland and the 

Southern California Community Choir, and Kirk Franklin to name a few. Be-

cause of his musical versatility Dave Shirley performs not only during major con-

cert appearances but for corporate and business banquets and major company 

functions. 

A retired aerospace engineer, working in the space station, one of Dave’s memo-

rable moments was receiving a certificate of recognition for his dedication, com-

mitment, and support of the successful flight of STS-88 into space. While work-

ing for Boeing he formed a singing group known as The Extravagant Internation-

al Space Station Engineers of Boeing who sang at company-related events and 

holidays. 

Dave’s passion for humanity inspired him to write the song “Let’s Help One  

Another”. When asked what inspired him, he spoke of the current conditions that 

exist in the world today with homelessness, the political climate, and other social 

and economic issues and the toll it has taken on families and communities. His 

focus in the lyrics is to inspire and encourage others to get involved, show more 

love and compassion; to show that they care with a simple smile or an act of 
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